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KvMnnauvHr

2-11 Mayrnm KHura pXyHrnem Morunblimkm

- YBaxaiTe cTapbix! - Npo3ByYan U3 TUHbI HU3KUIA FONOC, KOTOPbLIM 3acTaBua 6bl BAC B3APOrHYTh, FOM0C, HAMOMWHABLIWMA YTO-TO MATKOe,
pacnapatoueecs Ha 4YacTu. B HEM ObINM APOXb, XPUMN U BU3T.

- MNMouTeHue kK ctapwum! O, peyHble TOBAPULLM, MOYUTANTE CTaplmx!

Ha BCcém LIMPOKOM NPOCTPaHCTBE PpeKn He BUAHENOCb HNYEro, Kpome HebonbWoO CbﬂOTVIﬂVIVI 6ap3, CKOJIOYEHHbIX AepeBAHHbIMU FBO34AMU, C
KBAaAPATHbIMN NapyCaMW U HATPYXEHHbLIX CTPOUTENIbHBIM KaMHEM. OHM TONIbKO YTO BbIWAN U3-TOA XKeNe3HOA40pPOXHOro MoCTa U NablIN BHU3 NO
TeyeHuto. Jlroan nogHanm HeyKnwxune gepeBaHHble pynu, 4yTObblI HEe 3aCeCTb HA MecYaHblX Menax, 06paBOBaBLUVIXCF| OKOJ1I0 onop MocCTa. Koraa
Cbl'IOTVII'II/Iﬂ npowna, no Tpu 6ap)+<|/| paaoM, CHOBA 3a3By4a CTpaLIJHbII;I ronoc:

- O, peuyHble BpaMUHbI, yBaXkanTe cTaporo u 6osbHOro!

OavH 13 cuaeBlnX Ha Bapxe obepHynca, NOAHAN PYKY, MPOU3HEC YTO-TO, TOJILKO He BnarocioBeHue, U Bapxu 3ackpunenu ganblie, yxoas B
TyMaHHbI cympak. Llnpokas peka, ckopee NoxoAmMBLWAsA HA LLeNb HeBGONbLWIMX 03Ep, HEXENW Ha NOTOK, Bblsla HEMOABUXKHA, TOYHO 3€PKaso; B €é
rnaBHOM pycine OTPaXanocCb KpacHoe, Kak necok, Hebo; 671M3 HU3KKUX BeperoB v No4 HUMU BULHENNCH XENTble U MYTHO-NUOBbIE NATHA. B nepuos
foxaein HebonbluMe pyyby BAMBANIUCH B 3TY PEKY; TeMepb Xe UX BbICOXLWMNE YCTbA BUCENN Bbille IMHMUKN BOAbl. Ha NleBOM 6epery, mouTu noj caMbiM
XeNne3HOAO0POXHbIM MOCTOM, NPUIOTUNACL AEePEBHSA, BCA COCTOABLUAA M3 MIMHbI, KUPNUYeW U NIeTEHOK; eé rnagHas yaumua, no KOTopon AOMALLHWNI
CKOT BO3BpaLLAsiCA Temepb B CBOM X/eBa, H6exana K peke U 3aKaHYMBaNACh KUPMUYHOM naaThopMon, Kyaa npuxXoaunnn noamn, KOTopbiM HAgo bbisio
cTupatb 1 MbiTbCcA. CeneHune HasbiBanocb Merrep layr.

Houb 6bICTPO Onyckanach Ha Nons, 3acCesHHbIe YeyeBULLEN, PUCOM M XJIOMKOM, PAacCTUIaBLIMECS B HU3MHE, eXero4Ho 3a/IMBaeMOi peKkoi, Ha
KaMblLlWKN, OKAWMAABLIME OKPAWHY M3NYUYMHbI, HA NacTOULLA, MPUMbIKABLWIME K TUXUM KaMbllwam. ELWé HegaBHO nonyram v BOPOHbLI LLOKaAM U
Kpuyanu, NnpusieTesB Ha BeYepHU BOAOMNOW, HO B 3TOT YaC OHM YXKe yAanuInCh OT PeKM HA HOUYNEer 1 BCTpeYyasn Lesible baTanbOHbl N€TYYNX MblLIEN,
KOTOpble Ha3blBAOTCA NIETYYUMU NUCMLAMU; OA4HA Ty4yad 3a APYroi BOAAHbIX MTUL, CO CBUCTOM U FOroTaHbeM CTPEMUANCH NOL NPUKPbITUE BAMOYKOB.
TyT 6bIIN FYCU C BLITAHYTbIMU, KaK BOYOHKU, FONOBAMMU U YEPHBIMU CMIMHAMMU, YANKK; TaM U CAM MeNbKanu GaaMuHro.

Heykntoxuin AgbloTaHT (Mapaby) aepkancs B Tbily CTau U jeTen Tak JIEHUBO, TOYHO KaXAbl/i B3MAX €ro KpblJibeB Obla MocieaHuM.
- YBaxaWTe cTapwux! bpaMuHbl peku, yBaxanTte ctapwmx!

Mapaby crierka NoBepHyn rosaoBy, HECKONbKO pa3 yAapu KpblibsMU, NponeTen B CTOPOHY FOS0Ca U TAXENO ONYCTUICA HA MeCYaHylo Mesb Huxe
mocTa. [naas Ha Hero, MOXXHO 6bIJ1I0 MOHATb, YTO 3TO 32 MOWeHHUK. CO CMMHbI OH Ka3aJiCs HEOMUCYEMO MOYTEHHBIM CYLLECTBOM; OH UMEJ MoYTH
wecTb (yTOB B BbILUHY M MOXOAMA HA MPUJINYHYIO Nbicyto ocoby. Cnepean e OKa3biBANOCh Apyroe. Ha ero rosoee n wee He CUAENO HU OLHOIO
NépbIWKa, a HUXe KJtoBa BMUCes 6e300pa3Hblii MEWOK U3 KPACHOBATOM KOXU - XPaHWINLLEe BCErO, YTO OH MOl CXBATUTb CBOUM OCTPbIM K/HOBOM.
MTuua cTosna Ha OYeHb ANMHHbBIX, TOHKUX, MOPLLUHUCTBIX HOFAX, HO aKKypaTHO NepecTynana UMW U C FOPAOCTbI0 NOCMATpMBANa HA HUX Yepes
naeyo, KOrAa YMcTuia CBOM nemnesibHo-cepble XBOCTOBbIE MepPbs; MOTOM ALBIOTAHT 3aMuUpan, BbITArMBAsACh, KaK CONAAT HA Kapayne.

ManeHbkui xyp.oﬁ Wwakan, nasswuii oT rosoaa, Ctos Ha npUropke, BHe3anHO HABOCTPUA YLWIMX, NOAHAN XBOCT U MYCTUACA PbICbIO K AABIOTAHTY.

OT0 6bI1 CAMblil HAYTOXHbBIN U3 WAKaNOB (HeNb3s CKa3aTb, YTO N NyvYlLne-To ero poanym xXxopowmn, Ho 3TOT 6b11 0cobeHHO HUYTOXEeH, TaK KakK
3aHnMan cpegHee MeCTto Mexay HUWum m I'Ip(i'CTyI'IHVIKOM). OH oumwan MYCOpPHbI€ Ky4YU; TO 6bIBaN 0 OTYaAAHUA nyrnume, To CBMpeno OTBa)XeH; BE€4YHO
MCNbITbIBAZ rosiod U Be4HO Xe XUTPWU, XOTA BCe ero y1I0BKM He NpUuHOCUInN emy HUKAKOW MOb3bI.

- ¥X, - YHbIJIO OTPAXMUBAACH, CKa3aN OH. - [ycTb KpacHas naplia yHUYTOXMUT BCEX AepeBeHCKUX cobak. Kaxaas ykycunia MeHsa Tpu pasa, a 3a yto? 3a
TO, YTO A MOCMOTpPEeNn - 3aMeTbTe, MOCMOTPEN — Ha CTapbil balwMak B KOPOBbeM XJieBy. Pa3Be s Mory ecTb Frps3b? - U OH novyecan y cebs 3a /ieBbIM
YXOM.

- A cablwan, - 3aMeTun AQbIOTAHT roJIoCOM, HAaMOMWHABLW MM 3BYK TYNOW MUJIbl MO TONCTON A0CKE, - 8 CAblWas, YTO B 3TOM caMoM balumake nexan
HOBOPOXAEHHbIN LLEHOK.

- OAHO Aeno cblWwaTh, APYroe 3HaTb, - 3aMeTWUJ WakKas, OTJMYHO 3HABLINI NOCNOBULbI, Brarogaps Be4HOMY NOACIYWNBAHbLIO PA3rOBOPOB NOAEMN.
- Mpaepaa. MNMoaTomy s, AN BEPHOCTU, N03aboTUNCA O WeHKe, NOKa cobaku 6bIK 3aHATH B APYroM MecTe.

- Jla, OHU 6bIIM OYeHb 3aHATHI, - CKa3aN wakan. - Tenepb 1 HECKONbKO BpeMeHu He byay 3aberaTh B AepeBHIO 3a 0bbeaKaMu. 3HAYUT, B 3TOM
bawMaKke AeACTBUTENbHO BbIN CEeNON LWeHOoK?

- OH 346ecCb, - OTBETWUN AABIOTAHT, KOCACh Yepe3 CBOWN KJIIOB HAa COBCTBEHHbIN MOMHLIN 306. - DTO NYCTAK, HO, KOr4a MUOCepAKeE YMepPo B MUpe,
TaKUMU BellaMu He cnefyeT npeHebperaTs.

- Air, ait! [la, B HaWW AHU MUP - CyLLee Xene30, - MPOBU3KaN Waka. B Ty ke MUHYTY ero 6ecrnokoiiHble riasa yJoBUan KpoweyHyo pabb Ha
MOBEPXHOCTMN BO/bI, U OH TOPOMJIMBO MPOAOJIXKAA: - TAXKeNa XU3Hb AJ1 BCEX HAC, M S HE COMHEBACh, YTO AaXe Hall BbICOKUI FOCMOAUH, FOPAOCTb
FayTa 1 3aBUCTb PEKMW...

- JIFyH, NbCTeL, M WaKan BbIBEMCh U3 OA4HOMO AMLA, - cka3an Mapaby, He obpalancb HY K KOMY B 0COBEHHOCTU; AEeN0 B TOM, YTO OH TOXe, B C/lyyae
HYXAbl, YMeN OT/IMYHO CONraTh.

- [a, Aa, 3aBUCTb peku... [laxe OH, - rpoMye NMpexHero NOBTOPUN Waka, - AaXKe OH He MOXeT He HAXOAMUTb, YTO CO BpeMeHU MOCTPONKM MOCTA
nuiLmM ctano MeHbwe. C Apyroi CTOPOHLI, OH OA4apPE&H TaKOW MyApPOCTbIO U TakuMu AobpoaeTtensaMn (KOTOPbIX A, K HECYACTbH, COBEPLUEHHO NULLEH),
yToO...

- Y ecnu wakan Ha3biBaeT cebs cepbiM, OH, A0/KHO 6bITh, HEBbIPA3MO YépeH, - NpobopmMoTan AabloTaHT. [TMua He Buaana npubnuxaswerocs K
bepery cyuiecTsa.

- ...UT0 y Hero, KOHe4YyHO, HMKOrAa He 6bIBA€T HEA0CTATKA B MULLE U, CI€A0BATENbHO. ..

Mecok cnerka CKPUMHY, TOYHO AHO NOAKMW AOTPOHYNOCh A0 Menu. Lakan 6bicTpo noeepHyscs u obpaTuncs mopaon (31o Bcerga baaropasymHee) K
TOMY, O KOM OH TOJIbKO YTO roBopu. MoAnnbin ABaALaTMYeTbipexdhyToBbIA KPOKOAUA. BCE ero Teno ofeBany Kak 6bl NaacTbl KOTENLHOMO YYryHa, a
Ha CNuHe CTOAN rpebeHb; KEeNTOBATbIE KOHYMKMN €ro BEPXHUX 3yOOB BUCENU HAZ BENUKOJIENHO BbITAHYTOW HUXHEN YeNtoCTbo. DTO Bbl1 TYMOHOCHIN
Merrep u3 Merrep FayTa; OH MPOXWN A0Nblie TOW AePeBHU, KOTOPYI HA3Ba/IM MO ero MMeHU. [0 NOCTPONKM Kee3HOA0POXHOro MoCTa
KPOKOAMAA CYMTANN AEMOHOM peyHoro 6poaa; oH ybuean BXOAMBLWIUX B BOAY JIIOAEN; BMECTE C TeM OH Xe bbil 1 deTuweM ceneHus. Tenepb Merrep
Nlexan HemoABUXHO, ONYCTUB MOABOPOAOK B MEJKYIO BOAY, U YyTb-YyThb LIEBEINSI XBOCTOM, YTODObI yAepKaTbCs Ha MeCcTe, HO LaKaa OTJIMYHO MOMHUI,
YTO OAMH yAap 3TOro MOryyero XBOCTa MOXET MepeHecTn YyaoBullLe Ha beper co CKOPOCTbIO Napoxoaa.
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- CyactnuBas BcTpeyva! MokpoBuTenb 6eAHbIX! - NbCTUBO NPUBETCTBOBA/ €r0 LWaKas, B TO e BPeMA OTCTynas Npu KaxAoMm c/ioBe. - B Bo3ayxe 3Byyan
BOCXUTUTENbHbIA FOMOC, Y Mbl... Mbl MPULLIAN, HAAEACh HACNAAUTLCA MPUATHBIM pPa3roBopoM. 4 xaan Tebs n ocMenuncs paccyxaaTb o Tebe.
Hapetoch, Tbl HUYErO He Cabliwan?

Mexay TeM lWaKas, KOHeYHO, FOBOPWJI B HaAeXAe, YTO KPOKOAWI YC/bIWWUT ero C/10Ba; OH 3HaJsl, YTO /1eCTb - ydllee CpeacTBO NOMYyYUTb OT HEro
KYCOK CbeCTHOro. B To e BpeMs n Merrep noHuMars, yTo WakKaa roOBOPWU C M3BECTHOWN LLeNbio; WaKaay xe 6bi1o AsCHO, 4To Merrep NoHMMaeT BCE U
3HaeT, YTO OH, lWaKaJ, 3HaeT, YyTo Merrep 3HaeT; Takum obpa3om, oba 66U AOBOJIbHBLI APYr APYrOM.

3a4biXasch M BOpYa, Yy[0BUILE ABMrANOCh BAONb Bepera; oHo bopMmoTano:
- YBaxaliTe cTapbiX U HEAYXHbIX.

Ero ManeHbkune rnasa, cnaeswive noa TAXENbIMU POroBbiIMn BeKaMu Ha BepXyLlKe NnaoCKoMn TpeyroanoM rosi0Bbl, Fropenun, Kak yraum, noka m3 soabl
BbIXOA4WUNO €ro 60LIOHKOO6pa3HOE Teno, BucCeBlee MexAy UCKPUBAEHHBIMW HOraMu. HakoHel, Kpokoaun 3anér 6113 OTMeNN, N KaK HU 6binn
3HAKOMbI WaKany ero 06bl‘-lal/l, prCﬂMBbIVI 3Be€pPb HEBOJIbHO B34pPOrHyn, yBuaes, 40 4ero Merrep caenanca noxox Ha I'IpVI6VITOE K necky 6DEBHO.
Kpokoaun gaxe nocrapanca noMecTUTbCA NoA TeMm YrioMm, No4 KOTOPbIM aexan 6bl €CTeCTBEHHO OCTAHOBUBLUMNIACA o6py60K. [MToHATHO, BCE 3TO 6b110
CAeNlaHO MO NpUBbIYKE, NOTOMY YTO Merrep BbilWwes HA Melb He paAu OXOTbl, A AJ18 YA0BOJIbCTBUA; HO KPOKOAWA HUKOr4a He 6bIBaET BMNOJHE CbIT, U
ecnu 6bl CXOACTBO C 6DEBHOM o6maHyno wakana, Tpyc He Mor 6bl paccyxgatb 0b 3TOM, TaK KaK He OoCTajcA 6bl B KMBbIX.

- InTs MOE, 1 HMYEro He C/bllan, - 3aKpbiBas OAUH rnas, ckasan Merrep. - Boga nonana MHe B yllW; KpoMe TOro, s coecem ocnaben ot ronoaa. Co
BPEeMEeH NMOCTPOWNKY XKeNe3HOAO0POXHOr0o MOCTA HAPO/A, HACeNAUWMIA MO AEePEBHI0, pa3nobun MeHs, 1 cepaue Moé pasbuBaeTcs OT 3TOro.

- Kako# no3op, - Npou3Héc wakan. - Takoe 6naropogHoe cepaue! Ho noan Bce 0AMHAKOBbI.

- HeT, MeXAy HUMM CyleCcTBYeT pa3nnune, - MAarko ckasan Merrep. - OaHU XyAbl U CyXW, Kak 6apoyHble wecTbl. Jpyrne XUpHbl, Kak MoJoable
WakK... cobaku. 1 HUKOrAa He cornawycb 6eCnPUUYNHHO YHUXKATb Ntoaei. OHU pazHoobpa3Hbl, U MHOTONETHWUI OMbIT A,0Ka3bIBAET, YTO BCE OHMU,
MYXUYUHbI, )XeHLWWHbI U AeTU, LOCTAaTOYHO XOPOLIW; A He BUXY B HUX HUYero AypHoro. [TOMHU Xe, AUTH, TOT, KTO OCyXAaeT, ObiBaeT OCYXXAEH.

- KoHeuHo, necTb Xyxe MonaBle B XeNyAoK NMyCcTON XeCTAHKM, HO Mbl CelNyYac C/bllwanu, NoOMCTUHE, MyApbie C0Ba, - 3aMeTu AABIOTAHT, OnycKas
CBOIO MOAXKATYIO HOTY.

- Ho nop.yma|7| o J'HO[J.CKOVI He6narop.apHocw|, OTHOCUTENNbHO TAaKOIro BbICOKOIo CyUJ,eCTBa! - C/lallaBO Ha4yaa wakan.

- HeT, HeT, 3TO He HebnarofapHoCTb, - BO3pa3un Merrep. - OHM NPOCTO He AYMAlOT O APYrux, BOT U BCE. JIéxa HAa MOEM BcergallHeM MecCTe OKOJIo
6ponaa, s pasaymbiBan, Kak ona CTapukoB U AN AeTeil HeyA06Hbl NeCTHULbI HA HOBbIA MOCT. O cTapukax, NOHATHO, Heyero 0oCobeHHO MHOro
LyMaTb, HO MEHS MOUCTUHE MeyanaT TONICTble, XXUPHble AeTU. TeM He MeHee s NnoJjarakr, YTo MOCT CKOPO NOTepseT A8 HUX NpenecTb HOBU3HbI, YTO
KOpPWYHEeBble HOMM MOEro HapoZa CTaHyT CHOBa Xxpabpo nepexoAunTb peKy B6poa, Kak B 6binoe BpeMs, U cTapblt Merrep byaet nonyyaTb CBOE.

- Ho cerogHa no peke NAbIAW FMPAAHAbL HOFOTKOB, — 3aMeTuU AAbIOTAHT.
B WHanmn r’MpnaHabl HOrOTKOB - CUMBOJ1 NOYTEHUA.

- Ownbka, bonbwas owmnbka. ITo KeHa NpoaasLa ClafKoro mMaca... [oa oT roay eé 3peHue ocnabepaeT, U OHA He B CUaX OTIMYNTL BpeBHA OT
mMeHs, Merrepa layTa; caenai oHa eweé war, 1 nokasaa 6bl el HEKOTOpPOe pa3finume Mexay MHON U yypbaHOM. BCE xe y Heé 6biin Xopolune
HaMepeHua, a HaM cfieayeT obpalLaTb BHUMAHWE HA AYXOBHYH CTOPOHY MPUHOLWEHWUN.

- Kakoil ToNk B rupnsHaax HOroTKOB AN TOrO, KTO JIEXXUT HA Kyye Mycopa? - CNpOCKA wakan.
OH ycepAHO NOBUN B/I0X, B TO XXe BpeMs MOraaAbiBas Ha CBOEro «MOKPOBUTENS BeAHbIX».

- Mpaeaa! Ho noan eweé He Hayanum ycTpavMeaTb MYCOPHOM AMbl, B KOTOPYI nonaay f. Ha Moux rnasax peka naTb pa3 oTCTynasa oT CesieHus,
npubaBnssa 3eMAN K KOHLY yauLbl. MaTb pa3 BUAeEnN s, Kak XUTeNn BO3BOAUIN HOBble CTPOEHMUsA Ha Beperax, u eweé naTb pa3 yYBUXKY MOBTOPEHMUE
3Toro. 51 - He MOTepPsABWMIA Bepy, OXOTAWMNCA 33 pbibamu FaBuanb (Mopoaa KPokKoaunoB); A He bbiBato To B Ka3u, To B Mpeiiare, kKak ropoput
NMOroBOpKa, A BEPHbIN M MOCTOAHHBIA CTpax 3Toro bposa. Hegapom, AUTA MOE, ceneHne HOCUT MOE UMsA. A KaK FOBOPUT MOCAOBMULA: «TOT, KTO
[0/Ir0 CTOPOXUT, HAKOHEL, NoayvyaeT Harpaay».

- A XAan AOoNro, oYeHb A0NAr0, YyTb He BCI XWU3Hb, @ B Harpany MeHs TONbKO Kycanu nunu 6unu, - 3ameTuN WakKan.

- Xa, xa, xa! - 3axoxoTan AABLIOTAHT U 3aTeMm nponen: - B aBrycre 6bin POXAEH WaKan, A0XAN BbiNain B CeHTﬂ6pe. Hukoraa ewé He BuAbIBaN 1
noA00HbIX ﬂMBHef/‘I, CcKa3an 3TOT wakKan.

Y AAbloTaHTa ecTb 04HA OYeHb HEMPUATHAA 0CObeHHOCTb. Yepe3 HeonpeaenéHHble MPOMEXYTKU BPEMEHMW Y HEFO HAYMHAOTCA OCTPble NMpuUnagku
CYLOPOr 1, XOTA C BUAY AABIOTAHT ropa3fo AobpoaeTesibHee OCTallbHbIX CBOUX POAUYEN, KOTOPbIE BCe HEOObIKHOBEHHO MOYTEHHbI, BO BpeMs
NPUCTYMOB 3TOr0 HeZyra OH NPUHUMAeTCA AUKO BbIMAACHIBATb KAKON-TO CTPAHHbIVA BOEHHbI TaHeLl, U, Cerka pacnyckas Kpbiibs, TO NoAHUMAET, TO
HAK/IOHAET CBOIO JIbICYIO FOJIOBY; MO MPUYMHAM, XOPOLIO M3BECTHbIM €My CAMOMY, CaMble XyZAluve NpuUNnagKku CTpaHHON 6bone3Hn Bcerga CoBnazatoT C
€ro 3ibIMU 3aMeyaHusmu. Mpu nocnegHeM CnoBe NPONeTON NeCEHKM OH CHOBA 3aMep, KakK 6bl BbITAHYBIUMCHL HAa Yacax, U caenancs B AecaTb pas
b6onee NOXoX Ha afgblOTAHTA, HEXeNu Npexae.

Llakan He npopearvpoBas; emy yxe MUHY0 TPU roZia, HO HeNb3s Xe CepAUTbCA Ha OCcKopbrieHne, HAHeCEHHOe 0coboil C KJIIOBOM B ApA, AJIUHbI U
CUNIbHBIM, KaK APOTUK. AABIOTAHT CIaBUJICS CBOE TPYCOCTbIO; WaKan xe 6bin eweé Tpycnneee.

- HyKHO MpPOXWUTb A0NIFO, YTOOLI MONYYUThL 3aMac 3HAHUI, - 3aMeTun Merrep. - U cneayeT 3aMeTUTh: MasleHbKUE WaKanbl - ABfieHNe 0b6blYHOEe, AUTS
MOE, HO Takoi Merrep, Kak s, BCTpeyaeTcs HeyacTo. [Tpu BCEM TOM 5 HE BO3ropAusicsa, NOTOMY YTO FropAel, CKopo norvbaeTt; o4HAKO 3aMeTb: BCE
neno B cyabbe, n CBOW Cyabby HE MOXET U3MEHUTb HUKTO, NJaBaloUWMUN N1, XOA4AWNN K, Beralowmnini 1M Ha YeTbipéX Horax. S IMYHO A0BOJIEH CBOEN
cynbboi. MNpu yaave, obnagas oCTpbiM 3peHMEM U NMPUBBLIYKOW 3aMeyaTb, €CTb JIN BbIXOA U3 PyYbs MM 3aBOAM, MOXHO CAE€NaTb MHOIOE€.

- A MHe paccka3biBasin, YTO AaXe «MOKPOBUTEJb 6EIJ,HbIX>> OAHaXAbl NOCTYN1 HEOCMOTPUTENbHO, — A3BUTEJIbHO 3aMeTuN WakKan.

- MpaBaa; HO B 3TOM cnyyae MHe nomorna cyabba. MNponuclecTene, o KOTOPOM Tbl FOBOPULUb, CJIYYMIOCh, KOFAa A eWwé He A0CTUT MOJIHOTO pocTa.
KnaHycb npaBbiM 1 neBbiM 6eperoM lNaHra, Yem-yem TONbKO He KWLLenu NOTOKM B Te BpeMeHal.. la, 1 661 MosioA M HeocMOTpuTeneH. BoT Hayanoch
HAaBO/ZLHEHMeE, KTO e pagoBasca Toraa 6osblie MeHs? B AHUM MONOAOCTUN BCAKUIA NYCTSK BeCcenua Moé ceppale. HaBoagHeHue 3anuno gepesHtio. A
NPONbIA AaneKko, 4O CaMblX PUCOBLIX MOMEN; UX MOKPbIBAM FYCTOM Cioi nna. MoMHI0 s Takxe napy 6pacnetos (MX ykpalano CTeK0, U OHU CUbHO
CMYTWU/IN MeHS), KOTopble s HAlWén B 3TOT Beyep. [la, bpacneTsl U, eCiM NamMaTb MHE He U3MEeHsAeT, TaM Takxe 6bi1 bawmak. MHe cnefoBaNo CHATh
oba bawmaka, HO 7 6bI1 rofiogeH. Mo3xe A Hayyunacs noctynaTbh MHave. Ja. UTak, s nocne npunér oTAOXHYTb; KOraa e cobpasncsa CHoBa BEPHYTLCSA B
peKy, BoAa coluna, U A ABUHYJNICA MO WAy rNaBHoON ynuubl. KTo pewunnca 6ol Ha 370, KpoMe MeHsA? I3 A0MOB BbiCbiNan BeCb MOW HAPOA: XpeL,bl,
XEHLWMUHbI, eTU, U 1 MUTOCTUBO MOCMATPUBAN Ha HUX. B une 6utbca Heyao6HO. BOT 0AMH NOAOYHMK 3aKpuyan:

- Hecute Tonopsl, ybbéM ero; seab 3To Merrep 6poaa!

- HeT, - oTBeTUN 6paMuH. - CMOTpUTe, OH FOHUT nepen coboit Boay. OH 60XKeCTBO Hallero ceneHus.
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Torpa MO Hapo/ 3acbinan MeHAa UuBeTaMu, N y KOro-To U3 HUX aBUJ1aCb CHACT/INBAA MbIC/Ib MOJIOXKUTb Ha AOPOry KO3y.

- Kak BKyCHa, Kak BKyCHa Ko3a! - cka3zan wakain.

- Ha Hell wepCTb, CIMWKOM MHOTO WePCTU; Koraa xe eé HanAéwb B BOAE, B HEN MOYTU HAaBEPHAKA CKPbIBAETCA KpecToobpasHbil Kptok. Ho Ty KO3y
A MPUHAN MU C MOYECTbIO BepHYNCa B peky. Mo3xe cyabba nocnana MHe N0A0YHMKA, XKeNaBLWero pa3pybuTs TonopoM Mo xBOCT. Ero nozaka cena Ha
CTApPUHHYI MeJib, KOTOPOW Bbl, KOHEYHO, HE MOMHUTE.

- He Bce Mbl 3aecCb Wwakasbl, - 3aMeTuN AAbIOTaHT. - He roBopullb v Tbl 0 TOW Menn, KoTopas obpasoBanach, Korga B peke NoToHyAM bapku ¢
KaMeHbsAMU B rog, BeNNKON 3acyxu? Mpo Ty NpoLONroBaTyto Mesb, KOTOpas yLesiena B TeyeHne TPEX pPasNvBOB?

- Nx 6bino aBe, - oTBeTUN Merrep, - BEPXHAA U HUXKHAS.
- [a, a1 3a6bi1. Menu pa3aensn NpoToK; Mo3Xe OH BbICOX, - CKa3an AAbIOTAHT, FOPAVBLLMIACA CBOEN XOpOoLlen NaMATbIo.

- BOoT Ha HMXHeW-To 1 3acena noaka moero gobpoxenartens. OH cnan, B MOJlyCHe Mepecko4unn yepes 60pT U BOWEN B BOAY MO MOAC, - HET TOMLKO MO
KOJIeHO, - YTObbl CTONKHYTb €& ¢ Menu. lNycTas noakKa ABMHYNACh, HO CHOBA Cefla Ha Cneaylolmnin nepekat. S Kpancs 3a YeJIOBEKOM, 3Has, YTO CKOPO
npuayT Apyrue nAau, 4Tobbl BbITAWLUTL NOAKY HA beper.

- W oHU, AeNCTBUTENbHO, NPUWAN? - C OTTEHKOM CTpaxa Cnpocun wakan. Takaa oxoTa BHyLana emy yBaeHue.

- anLLIJ'Il/I M B 3TO MeCTO U HMXe Mo TeyeHuto. A noayynn Tpounx B OAUH AeHb, BCEX XOPOLWO OTKOPMJIEHHbLIX MEHAXNCOB (NOLOYHMKOB), U HU OAVUH
M3 HUX HEe 3aKpu4ian, KpomMe nocnegHero. (B aTom cnyyae a AeincteoBan Here)KHO!)

- Ax, uTo 3a 6naropopaHas oxoTa! Ho Kakoi TIOBKOCTM, KaKkoro yma TpebyeT oHa! - npou3Héc wakarn.

- TpebyeTcs He yM, AUTA, A TONILKO YMeHUe MbIcIUTb. O64YMaHHOCTb B XXM3HU TO Xe, YTO COJb, MOJSIOKEHHAsA B PUC, KAK FOBOPSAT JIOAOYHUKH, a A
BCerga MHoro agyman. Mol poACTBeHHUK, [aBManb, noegaTtenb pbibbl, pacckasbiBan MHe, [0 Yero eMy TPYAHO OXOTUTLCSA; KaK CUJIbHO OZAWH POJ ero
006bluY OT/IMYAETCS OT APYroro; BCAEACTBME 3TOMO OH A0/KeH y3HaBaTh 06blyan Kaxaon peibbl. BOoT 310 MyapocTs. C Apyroit CTopoHsl, FaBuans
XUBET cpeaun cBoei Auun. Mos aobbiua He NiaBaeT CTasMu, BbICTABAAA MACTM U3 BOAbI, KaK AefaeT ero péea, He BCM/bIBAET HA MOBEPXHOCTb BOAbI U
He noBopaymBaeTcs BOKOM, KaK MOXY WM MaJieHbKas yanTa, He TOANUTCA NoAJie Meneit, Kak baTtuya unu YunbBa.

- Bce 3T pbibbl OUEHb XOPOLWN HA BKYC, - 3aMeTUN AAbIOTAHT, WENKAS KIOBOM.

- To e roBOpUT U MO ABOWPOAHbLIA 6paT, aBMasb; OH MOCTOAHHO OXOTUTCA 32 HUMU; HO eMY XOPOLLO; OH He BbIXOAUT Ha Beper, 4yTobbl CnacTucCh
OT ero ocTporo Hoca. Mos anyb coBceM apyroe aeno. Jliloan XUBYT Ha 3emne, B AOMaX, cpean ckoTa. MHe Bcerfa HyXHO y3HaBaTb, YTO OHUW [enawT,
yTo cobuparTCa caenaThb M, KaK roBOPUTCA, «NpubaBnas XBOCT K X060Ty, 1 COCTABNA LLesoro cioHa». 8 BCé Habnwpaato, BCé npuMedato. Ecnm Hag,
[BEPbIO MOBECUIN 3e/IEHYI0 BETBb M XEJIe3HOE KOJbLLOo, CTapblii Merrep noHMMaeT, YTO B 3TOM AOMe POAMUICA MaJibuMK U YTO, CO BPEMEHEM, OH
NpubeXnT urpatbh Ha NOMOCT. BbIXOANUT 3amMyx AeBylKa, CTapbiil Merrep y3HaeT U 3TO, BUASA, KaK MYXUYMHbI PaCXa>KMBAOT NO AepeBHe C
nogapkamu B pykax. lNepen ceaabboit HeBecTa NPUXOAUT KynaTbCs, U CTapbil Merrep TyT Kak TyT. MI3MeHWNa N1 peKka CBOE pycsio, 06HAXMB 3eMJIt0
TaMm, rae paHblue 6bi1a TONbKO BOAA, Merrepy 3To TOXe U3BECTHO.

- Ho Kk ueMmy BeAyT Takue 3HAHMA? - CNPOCKA WakKan. - Jlaxe B Te4eHMe MOeil KOPOTKOM XMU3HM peKa yXe HECKOIbKO pa3 u3MeHana pycno. Peku
MHAMM NOYTY NOCTOAHHO NepeaBUraloTCs B CBOMX JIOXKaX, MHOTAA B TeYEeHMe YeTBEPTM roa OHU OTXOAAT OT MPEXHEero pyc/a Ha ABe WUin TP MUK,
3anuBas nofs Ha OAHOM bepery, Ha APYroMm e OTKpbiBas 60NbLIOE NPOCTPAHCTBO CyLu!

- JTO caMble MoJsie3Hble 3HaHWA, - BO3pa3ua Merrep wakany, - NosBjieHWe HOBOW 3eMnu BeLET 3a coboii ccopbl. ITo Merrep 3HaeT; Oro, Xopowo
3HaeT! EQBa BoAa COMAET, OH KPaAETca BAOJb OAHOMO M3 MaleHbKUX PY4YbEB, B KOTOPbIX, MO MHEHWIO Nt0Ael, He Mornia 6bl CKPbITbCA U cobaka, u
XAET TaM. BoT npuxoaunTt dhepMep U rOBOPUT, YTO B 3TOM MECTe OH MOCAAMT OrypLbl, a B TOM - AbIHW, W BCE — HA y4aCTKe 3€MJI1, TOJIbKO 4YTO
noaapeHHOM eMy pekon. Manblamm cBoMxX 06HaXKEHHbBIX HOT OH npobyeT un. MpuxoauT Apyroi 3emneaenel, 1 06bABASET, YTO NOCAAUT NYK,
MOPKOBb U CaXapHblil TPDOCTHUK B 3TOM MecTe. OHUM BCTpeyaloTCs, Kak JIOAKW, KOTOpble HECET TeyeHue, U oba NPUHMMAKTCA BpalwaTh rnasamu,
CBEPKAKWMMU M3-N04 UX BOMbWNX CUHUX TIOPbaHOB. A cTapblt Merrep cMOTPUT K cayliaeT. JIloAN FroBOPAT APYr APYrYy «6paT MOW» U HAYMHalOT
LeNNTb HOBYIO 3eM/t0. Merrep nepeaBuraeTcs BMecTe C HUMU C MeCTa Ha MecTo M KPaaETcs, COBCEM MPUXMMAACL K Uy U TUHe. Pa3ropaeTcs
ccopa. Cnblwartca 3ananbymeble cnoBa. OHU cOpaACbIBAOT CO CBOUX roJiIOoB TIOpbaHbl, NOAHUMAIOT naTu (Manku), HAKOHeL, OAUH NafaeT B U, APYroWn
yberaet. Korga oH Bo3BpalLaeTca, Aeno cAefiaHo, eMy 06 3TOM rOBOPUT OKOBAHHbIN Xene3oM cTBos 6ambyka. Bcé ycTpoun Merrep, HO HUKTO €My He
bnarogapeH. Het, noaun Kpuuat: «Ybuiiua Merrep». [IoTOM ceMbU ABOUX KPECTbAH NMPUHUMAKOTCA APaThCa Mexay coboi; ABaaLaTb YeNOBEK C
OLLHOW CTOPOHbI, ABAALATL C APYyroi. Mol HapoA, XUBYLLMUIA HA B3ropbsax, Hapoa xopowuit. OHu fepyTca He Ans 3abaBbl, a cTapbll Merrep XaéT
HUXe MO TeYeHUIO PeKu, TaM, FAe ero He MOTYT BUAEThb 32 KYCTaMu KuMKapa. 3aropaeTcs 3apf; MOW WNPOKOMJeymne aeTchbl (BCero 4esoBek BOCEMb —
[LecATb) HAa HOCMJIKAX HeCcyT MEPTBOro; 3BE34bl CBETAT. MAYT BCe CTApPUKM, C ASIMHHBIMKU BopoaaMu, U KpUuyaT He Xyxe MeHs. Jlloan pa3soaaT
HeboNbLWONM KOCTEP (aX, KaK XOPOLWO A 3Ha 3TOT KOCTEP), KypAT Tabak, MOKAYMBAIOT roJloBaMu, UM YKa3biBalOT MaKyLllKamMu B CTOPOHY MEPTBOrO,
KOTOPbIN NeXUT Ha Bepery. OHU FOBOPSAT, YTO U3-3a 3TOMO K HUM ABUTCA AHMIMNCKUIA CyA, U 4TO CEMbA TAKOro-TO YesioBeka byaeT ono3opeHa,
NOTOMY 4YTO €ro noBecAT Ha H6oNblWON TIopeMHONW naowaau. Apy3ba youtoro 3ameyvatoT: «IycTb ero noeecsaT!» Pa3roBop HauMHaeTCa CbiI3HOBA. ITO
NOBTOPSAETCA ABaXAbl, TPUXAbl, ABAALATL Pa3 B TeUEHME A0Ar0M HOUYM. HaKoHel, KTO-HMBY b MPOU3HOCUT: «ITOT 601 6biN 6O YeCTHbIN. BO3bMEM
nnaTy 3a KpoBb, HEMHOrO 6osblle, yeM NpeanaraeT youUBWUN, U MepecTaHeM TOJIKOBaTb». HauMHaeTca cnop M3-3a LeHbl KPOBU, MOTOMY YTO YOUTIN
6bl1 CUNbHbBIN YETOBEK M OCTaBMA nocse cebs MHOro cbiHOBeN. A BCE-Taku ewé fo AMpaTBesbl (BOCX04a COMHLA) OHU cnerka obxuralT MEPTBOTO,
KaK Toro TpebyeT obblvyaii, U OH NoCTynaeT B MOé pacnopsxeHue. OH MonuuT... Ara, aetu, Merrep 3HaeT! Merrep BCé XOpowo 3HAeT, U MOU [KETChl
- C/IaBHbI HapoA,.

- OHUM CINILIKOM >KaAHbl, CIUWIKOM CKYTbl, - MPOU3HEC AabloTaHT. - OHUM He BpocaloT Aaxe BepXHue NAEHKN C KOPOBbLEro pora, Kak FrOBOPUTCA; KTO
e MOXeT YTo-HUbyab nogobpaTh Nocsie 3TOro naemMeHu?

- 0, a noabuparw... ux camux, - 3ameTun Merrep.

- BoT B cTapbie BpeMeHa Ha tore, B KanbKyTTe, - NpoAokan AAbIOTAHT, - BCE BbIBpACbiBaOCh Ha yauLYy; Mbl BIGUpanu, yto noaobpats. CnagHble
66y AHKU! Tenepb e UX YAULbl YNCTbI, KAK BHELWHAS CTOPOHA AMYHOM CKOPAYMbl, U MOW POAMYMN yNeTalT. bbITb ONPATHLIM - O4HO; HO BbHITUPATH
Mblfib, MECTW, YNCTUTb MO CEMU pa3 B AeHb YTOMUTENbHO; 3TO Hajoeno 66l camum boram.

- OAVH Wwakan C HU3KH CnbiWan oT cBoero bpaTa v ckasan MHe, YTo Ha tore, B KanbKyTTe, WaKabl Tak Ke TONCTbl, KaK BbiAPbl BO BpeMs AOXAEN, -
3aMeTuJl WakKal, y KOTOporo NoTeKJN C/IIOHKW NPU O4HOW MbICiN 06 3TOM.

- Jla, HO TaM XUBYT 6efioNunLbie aHFIMYaHe, OHU NPUBOAAT C cObot cobak, 6oNbLIMX, TONCTbIX CObaK, YTOOLI 3TU CaMble WaKasibl He TONCTeNu, -
BO3pa3un AAbIOTAHT.

- 3HAYUT, OHWN TaKMe e XeCToKMe NIIAMN, KaK 34ewHmne xutenun? Tak u cnegoBano aymatb. Hu 3emns, Hu HE60, HW BOAA He OKa3blBAOT MUJTOCTU

wakany. Mocne aoxaen s Buaen nanatky 6enoanLbiX, yTauiua U3 HUX HOBYIO KENTYIO Y34Y U Cben eé. benonuubie naoxXo BblAeNbIBAT KOXY: A
3abonen.

- To nu euweé 66110 co MHON! - 3aMeTun AablOTaHT. - Korga MHe Wwén TpeTuit roa, s, B Te BpeMeHa Moa04as v OTBaXXHas NTULA, OTNPABUIICA BHU3 MO
peke, B TO MeCTO, Kyaa npuxoaaT bonbluve noAku. JIoAKK aHrnYaH BTpoe 6onblue ceneHms Merrep layTa.

- OH yBepseT, byato 6bi1 B lenn v byaTo Tam BCe XOAAT HA rofoBax, - NpobopmMoTan wakarn.
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Merrep OTKpPbIN JIEBbIV FN1a3 U NMPUCTANIbHO B3rNMAHYN Ha ApbloTaHTa.

- JTO NpasAaa, - y6EAMT6ﬂbH0 npousHecna 6onbwas nTuua. - JIryH nkET TONbKO B Hajexae, YTo emy noeepat. He BMAABLININ 3TUX NOLOK HE B CMIaX
NOBEPUTb MHE.

- BoT 310 BepoATHee, - 3ameTun Merrep. - Hy, a ganbwe?

- U3 3TUX NOAOK OHM BbIHUMANM Kakue-To bonblmne besnble KYCKW, KOTOpble CKOPO nNpeBpawanmcs B BOAY. HeKoTopble pacKononnch U ynanm Ha
6eper; BCe OCTaJibHble ntoaAn cnpAaTtajanm B A4O0OM C O4YeHb TOJICTbIMU CTEHAMMWU. OAVH NOAOYHMK 3acmesnca, B3an 6enbiin KYCOK BEJ/IMYMHOW C He60ﬂbLIJyIO
co6a|<y n 6p0Cl/U'I ero B MeH4d. f... BCé MO€ naems, rnotaem 6es pa3MbImﬂ6HMVI; no Hawemy O6bIKHOBeHVHO, A NPOrnoTua 3TOT KYyCOK U OWyTuUn
CTanJHbIIZ xonopa. OH Havancsa ¢ Xenyaka, MPOHUK BO BCE MOE Teslo A0 KOHYMKOB MasbLLeB, U A AaXe NOoTepsAa rofoc; a IOA0YHUKN XOXOTann HaLO0
MHOW. H/KOrAa B KU3HM HE UCMbITbIBAN S TAKOTO xonoaa, n OT U3yMNIeHNUA U nevyanun 3aMeTanca n 3anpbirani. HakoHeL, MHe cTano nerye; A nepesén
AyX, 3annfacan CHOBA, XaJlyaCb Ha KOBAPCTBO MUPA; JIOLOYHUKM Xe TaK XOXOTanau, 4To nonaganun Ha 3emsto. He rogopsa yxe 06 3ToM CTPaHHOM
xonoje, yD,VIBI/ITEJ'IbHEIZ BCero 6bisio TO, 4YTO, KOrga a4 ycnokowuncs, Mo Xenyaok oKa3sanca CcoBepleHHO nycT.

ALDBIOTAHT NOCTAPANICA KAK MOXHO Jlyylle OnucaTh, YTO OH UCNbITaN, MPOrA0TMB CEMUDYHTOBLIV KyCOK Nibaa U3 BeHremMckoro osepa c
aMepuKaHCKOro Kopabnsa; 3To 6bi10 B Te AHU, Koraa KanbkyTTa ewé He U3rotosnsna néa UCKyCCTBEHHbIM ob6pa3om, HO Mapaby He 3Has, YTo Takoe
nén, Merrep v wakan 3Hanu U TOro MeHblle, a NOTOMY €ro pacckas NPou3BEN Masio BneyaTleHus.

- Bcé BO3MOXHO, - 3amMeTun Merrep, CHOBa NMPULLYPUB NIEBbIN ra3. - Bcé BO3MOXHO, KOraa npuxoauT NoAKa, KoTopas BTpoe 6osblie Moero
ceneHuns! Beab Merrep layT - AepeBHA He MasieHbKas.

Mocnbiwancsa CBUCT; No MOCTY NpPOHEcCcA NMoOYTOBbLIN Noe3f B Jlenwn; ero BaroHbl APKO CBETUNUNCH; UX TE€HNU 6exanu no peke. [Moe3n co 3BOHOM ncye3 B
TeMHOTe. Merrep 1 wWwakan Tak NPUBBIKAN K XenesHon Aopore, 4YyT1o Aaxe He NOBepHYNn ronos.

- A pa3Be 3TO He TakK Xe yAWBUTENbHO, KaK N104Ka, KOoTopas BTpoe bonblue aepeBHU Merrep layta? - cnpocun Mapaby, rnaas Beepx.

- AnTs MOE, 2 BUAEN, KaK CTPOMUAN MOCT. 8 BUAEN, KaK KaMeHb NOXWIJICA Ha KaMeHb U KakK Mano-nomany BO3ABUranuce onopsl. MHoraa B soay
naganu noan (OHM HeobbIKHOBEHHO TBEPAO CTOANM HA HOrax, HO BCE-TaKW Najanun); u a Bceraa 6bin TyT Kak TyT. [loka CTpounu nepeyto onopy,
paboyMm He NPUXOANNOCH CMOTPETb BHWU3 MO TEYEHUIO, OTLICKMBAA A/ COXXKEHUA TeNno ynaswero. OnaTb-Taku s n36aBnsn UX oT AUNWUX XJIOMOT.
YBepsto Tebs, B NOCTpoOike MOCTa He BblJI0 HUYEro CTpaHHoro, - 3aMeTun Merrep.

- Ho To, 4TO 6€XUT Mo 3TOMY MOCTY U Be3&T 3a coboll Tenern ¢ KpbiWaMu, - CTPAHHO, - NMOBTOPUA AABIOTAHT.

- be3 BCAKOro coMHeHus, Teneru Bo3aT 6bikM HOBON Mopoabl. Koraa-Hubyab 6blk He yaepxuUTCa TaM HaBepxy M ynanaéT, kak, bbiBano, naganu nwoau.
W cTapbiii Merrep onaTb 6yaeT TyT KakK TyT.

lWakan nocmoTpen HAa AAbloTaHTa, AABLIOTAHT NOCMOTPEN Ha WwakKana. OTu ABoe 6biv BMOJIHE YBEPEHbI, YTO MAapPOBO3 MOr 6bITb YEM YroAHO, TONLKO
He 6bIKOM. M3-3a pAAOB as03, OKANMABLUMX KENEe3HOA0POXKHYIO NIMHUIO, WaKaa 4acTo Habnoaan 3a NPpoXoaAlWMNMN noe3gaMn. ALbIOTAHT xe
NoO3HaKOMWJICA C MallMHaMK, koraa no MHAuMm nobexan nepebit Naposo3. Ho Merrep cMoTpen Ha noesaa TONbKO CHU3Y, U eMy Ka3aNocCh, YTO
MeZHbIN KyNoJl Ha MallvHe NoXoX Ha ropb 6bika (3eby).

- H-pa, 310 6bIK HOBOW MOPOAbLI, - FPOMKO MOBTOPUA Merrep, xenas ybeanTs caMoro cebs, 4To OH He owunbaeTcs.
- KoHeuHO, - 3aMeTun wakan.

- C Apyron CTOPOHbI, MOXET BbITh... - pa3ApaXMTeNbHO Hayasa KPOKOAMWI.

- KoHeyHo, KOHeyHo, - 3abopMoTan wakas, He A0XMAAACh OKOHYaHUs dhpasbl.

- YT10? - cepanTo cnpocun Merrep, 4yBCTBys, YTO ero cobeceaHNKN 3HAOT YTO-TO He U3BECTHOE eMy. - YeM e 3To MoXeT 6bITh? Beab 5 ke He
norosopu. Thl cKasas, u4To 3TO BbIK...

- DTO CyW,eCcTBO OKaXeTCs TeM, YeM MoxXxenaeT «MOKPOBUTESNb beaHbIx». 1 ero pab... Moiimu, He pab Tol Bewu, koTopas nepeberaetT No MoCTy Yyepes
peKy, a TBOW...

- YT1o 6bl 3TO HU BbINO, «OHO» - AeN0 PYK Benonunubix, - 3ameTun AQbIOTAHT. - M 4TO KacaeTca MeHs, s He cTan 6bl NPOBOAUTL BCE CBOE BPpeEMSA Ha
6113KOIM K MOCTY Mesu.

- Bbl He Tak XOpoLO 3HaeTe aHrIMYaH, Kak f, - 3ameTun Merrep. - Korga MocT cTpounu, 34ech 6bin 6enonuublin; no Beyepam oH bpan noaky,
WwapkKan HoraMmu no eé AHy v wenTtan: «34ecb OH? 34ech OH? [lainTe MHe MOE pyXbé». S yC/blWan rofioc aHraM4aHMHA paHblue, yem yeuaen ero. o
MeHs AOHOCUJINCb BCe 3BYKWN; CKPUMENOo pyXbé; OH ero npoAyBasa u CTyyan UM, ABUrascCb BBEPX U BHU3 NO peke. d noAxBaTWUA OAHOMO 13 ero
pabounx u, Takum obpasom, n3baeun NAEN OT NOKYNKU APOB AJ8 COXXKEHUs Tena; a OH nNpubexan HAa MOMOCT U FPOMKO 3aKpuyasl, YTo OTbILLeT
MeHs M 0CBOBOAUT OT MeHs peKy. OTO OT MeHA-TO, Merrepa - Merrepa layta! OT meHa! [leTu, s yac 3a yacom, 6biBano, NAblI NOL €ro J104KOW,
cnblWwan, Kak oH cTpenseT B 6péBHA; pa3 y3HaB, YTO OH YTOMWACA, s MOAHSANCA PAAOM C HUM U NA3FHYN YentocTaMy eMy B 1MLO0. MoCT NOCTPOMAU, OH
yexan. [loBepbTe - BCe aHMIMYaHe OXOTATCA TakMM 0bpa3oM, 3a NCKIYEHUEM Tex pa3, KOrAa OHU CaMU MpeBpaLLaloTca B ANYb.

- KTo e oxoTuTca Ha 6enonuubix? - C BOTHEHUEM MPOBU3XAA Wakan.

- Tenepb HUKTO, HO B CBOE BpeMs A MOOXOTUSICA 32 HUMMU.

- 51 C(MYTHO NOMHI0 06 3TO OXOTe; HO B Te BpeMeHa s bbin elweé MONoA, - MHOrTO3HAYUTEeIbHO CTyYya KJIIOBOM, 3aMeTu/l A4bIOTAHT.

- 51 OT/IMYHO YCTPOM/CA 34€eCh. B TO BpeMsa MO [AepeBHI0 TOJIbKO YTO OTCTPOUNY B TpeTuil pa3. Baopyr aensetca Mol ABOWOPOAHbIA 6paT, FaBnans, u
HauyMHaeT pacckasbiBaTb 0 boraTbix BoAax Bbllwe beHapeca. CHauana A He XOTen ABWUraTbCA C MeCTa, Tak Kak MO ABOKOPOAHbLIN BpaT nuTaeTcs
pbIbO 1 He BCeraa MoOXeT NMPaBubHO CKa3aTb, YTO XOPOLIO, YTO AYPHO; OLHAKO A TaKXe yC/bllan, Kak MOW NocensHe pa3roBapuBain Mexay
0601, U UX TONKM 3aCTABUN MEHS PeLlnTbCA.

- A YTO OHV rOBOPUNN? - CMPOCUN LWAKaN.

- X TOoNkKM 3acTaBunn MeHs, Merrepa u3 Merrep layTa, BbIATY U3 BOAbl U MYCTUTb B A€/10 CBOM HOIU. 51 ABUTANCA MO HOYAM M MOJIb30BANCA
MaNEeHbKUMU PYYbAMU, KOTOPbIE MOTIN CAYXUTb MHE; 04HAKO HAaYMHANOCh XXapKoe BpeMs roaa, U NoTtoku obmenenn. S nepecekan nbiibHble
LOPOTrK; s MOMI3 CPEAN BbICOKOW TPaBbl; MPU JYHHOM CBETe A MOAHMMAJICA HA rOpbl. 3aMeTbTe, AeTu, s B3bupasncs gaxe Ha ckaibl! 8 nepewén yepes
okpauHy 6e3BoaHoro CMpruHza paHblue, YeM MHe yAanocCh HaTONKHYTLCA Ha CeTb pevyek, KOTopble TeKYT Mo HamnpaeaeHuto K FaHry. B 1o Bpems 1
OTOLIEN Ha MecAL, NYTU OT MOUX MOCESISIH U OT XOPOLLO 3HAKOMOW MHE peKu. ITO 6bIIO YAUBUTENLHO!

- A yeM Xe Tbl MUTANCA? - CNPOCUN WAKaJ, KOTOPbIA AyMaN TOJIbKO O XenyaKe, He MHTepecyACh paccka3om Merrepa o ero CyxonyTHbIX CTPAHCTBUSAX.

- Bcem, 4TO HaxoAwa HA NyTU, Ky3eH, - MeAJIeHHO pacTAruBan c/ioea, BbiIroBopus Merrep.
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B MHAWY Bbl HEe MOXeTe HUKOIro Ha3BaTb CBOMM ABOPOAHbLIM BpaToOM, €C/IM He yMeeTe ACHO AOKa3aTb Ballero KPOBHOIO POACTBA C HUM, a TaK Kak
TOJIbKO B CTAPUHHbBIX CKA3Kax KPOKOAMIbI XXEHATCA Ha WaKanax, Hal LWakKaj noHsA, noyemy Merrep BKIOYNUA €ro B KPYr CBOUX POACTBEHHUKOB.
Byab OHW BABOEM, 3TO HE CMYTWUNIO Bbl €ro, HO AABIOTAHT YC/bIWAN XECTOKYIO WYTKY, U B F1la3axX XMTPOW NTULbI 3aMepL,an HACMEeLIUBbLIN OrOHEK.

- KoHeuyHO, oTeL, MOW, A A0/1KeH Bbl1 CaM MOHATb 3TO, - 3aMeTUN WakKal.

prI'IHbII‘/’I KpoKoaun He }'IIO6VIT, YyTObGbI €ro HasbliBanu OTUOM WaKanos, n Merrep n3 Merrep FayTa BblCKa3an CBOE HeJ0BOJILCTBO, I'IpVI6aBI/IB KOe-4To,
4yero He CTOUT NMNOBTOPATH.

- «lMokpoBuUTENnb 6eAHbIX» MEePBbLIN YNOMAHY O CBOEM POACTBE CO MHOW. MOr N 5 MOMHUTbL TOYHYIO CTeMeHb 3TOro poAcTBa? KpomMe Toro, Mbl
nutaemcs oAMHAKoOBOWN nuuiein. OH caM ckasan 3TO, - MNOCAbIWANCA OTBET LaKana.

Ero 3amevaHue ewé yxyaWwmnao noaoxeHve Belen; Beb lWaKas HaMeKHYJ1, YTO BO BPeMA CyXOMyTHbIX CTPAHCTBUI Merrepy npuxoansiocs
€XXeAHEBHO eCTb CBEXYI0, COBEPLIEHHO CBEXYIO MULLY, BMECTO TOro YTObObl AepXaTb €€ HeCKOJIbKO BpeMeHU, MoKa oHa He CTaHeT roAHON ANnA eAbl,
KaK 3TO AenaeT KaXAblil yBaxawllmii cebs Kpokoana v 6oNbIWMHCTBO AMKNX 3Bepeit. Cka3aB KOMy-HUbyab U3 obutateneit peku: «Tbl ellb CBEXEE
MACO», Bbl HAHECETe eMy ockopbaeHue. DTO NOYTHU BCE paBHO, YTO Ha3BaTh Yes0BeKa /1l0A40e[0M.

- Mnwa, o KOTOpOVI MAET peyb, 6bina chbeeHa TpunauaTb NeT TOMy Ha3ana, - CMOKOWHO 3amMeTun ALBIOTAHT, - U €CAN Mbl 6y,£I,EM FOBOPUTHL O Hell ewé
TPUALATbL S1eT, OHAa BCE-TaKu He BepHETCA. Pacckaxmn xe, Merrep, 4To C/lydnnocChb, Korga nocae TBoero N3yMuTesbHOro CyxXOnyTHOro nyTelwecTBUS Thl
AO0CTUI Xopowux BoAa,. Ecnun mbl 6y,u,eM cywaTb BOI BCAKOIO wakana, ToO BCe AeNia B ropoae OCTaHOBATCA, KaK FOBOPAT n0o4n.

BeposTHO, 3TO 3amMeyaHUe NOHPaBMUIOCL Merrepy: OH MOCMELWHO NPOLOIXKAN:
- KnaHycb npaebiM 1 neBbiM beperom MaHra, korga a1 AOWEN A0 MecTa, Nepeao MHOM OTKPLIIUCh TaKMe BOAbI, KAKUX S HUKOrAA He BUAbIBA.
- Heyxenu oHu 661K nyywe 601bWOr0 HABOAHEHMWS B MPOLJIOM roAy? - CNPOCUA WakKall.

- Jlyqwe? Takne HAaBOAHEHUA, KaKOe CYYUSIOCh B MPOLUJIOM roAy, NMOBTOPSAIOTCA Yepe3 KaxAble NATb JIeT: HECKOMbKO YTOHYBLIUX YyXXeCTPaHLEB,
HECKOJIbKO LbINAAT, Aa MEPTBbIN BOM, NPUHECEHHbI BoAoW! HO B TOM roay, o KOTOPOM s FOBOPIO, BOAA CTOSANA B peKe HU3KO; oHa bbina BCa rnaakas,
poBHas, U, Kak pacckasbiBal MHe [aBManb, MO TEYEHUIO MbIIO CTOJIbKO MEPTBLIX aHTIMYAH, YTO OHU Kacanuch Apyr agpyra. OT Arpa go 3TaBaxa u
00 Wnpokux sog 6nu3 Annarabaaa...

- O, 1 3Hat0 BOAOBOPOT NOJ CTEHAMM 3TON KpenocTu! - NnpousHéc AAboTaHT. - OHM HEeCIUCh TYAA, KaK YTKU K TPOCTHUKAM, U KPYXUIUCH U
BEPTENNCH BOT TakK.

M OH CHOBA MYCTWUJICS B CBOI YXKACHYIO MASACKY, A WaKaf C 3aBUCTbIO CMOTPESN Ha Hero. MNMoHATHO, TPYC/IUBLIA 3Bepb He MOMHWJ rofa BOCCTaHUsA, O
KOTOPOM wWia peyb. Merrep ke npoaosxan:

- Aa, 6nn3 Annarabaga npuxoAunoch nexaTb B BOAE TUXO; U 5, 6bIBaNO, Nponyckan ABaAuaTh TPYMNOB paHblie, YeM BbibMpan To, 4To HbISIO MO MOeMy
BKYCY; F1aBHO€, MHE HPABWJIOCh, YTO HA aHrIMYaHax He BbIIO HanMyTaHO AParoLeHHOCTeN, 6pac/ieToB HAa PyKax U WUKONOTKAX U KOJeL, KakK y
KEHLWMH, XMBYLLUX B MOEM ceneHUn. TOT, KTO NOBUT AparoL,eHHOCTU, HeEPeAKO B KOHLLE KOHLLOB NMOJly4aeT BMECTO OXepesbs BepéBKY. B To Bpems
BCE KPOKOAM/bI OKPECTHbLIX PeK pacToNCTeNu, HO cyabba noxenana, yTobbl A pa3Xupen cuiibHee BCeX OCTaNbHbIX. JJO HAC AOLWAMN CIYXU, YTO
aHr/IMYaH 3arHanu B PeKu U, KASHYCb NpaBbiM U NieBbiM 6eperomM FaHra, Mbl MOBEPUIM 3TOMY. S WEN HA OF U AyMal, YTO 3TO NPaBAUBbIE BECTU.
[Buranca s BHMU3 No TeyeHuto yepe3 MOHIUp, rae HaZ PeKon CTOAT FrPOBHULLI. ..

- 3Haw, - cka3an AAbOTAHT. - Tosibko Tenepb MoHrUp - 6poleHHbI FOpoA. B HEM Mano xutenen...

- MNo3xe s ABUHYNCS BBEPX MO TeYeHWo, MeAJIEHHO, IEHVBO M HEMHOIO Bbile MOHIMpa HATONIKHYCA HA JIOAKY, MOMHY 6enoNnNLUbIMU... XUBbIMU.
OTO 6bIIV XEHULUHbI, OHW NIeXanu NojJ HaTAHYTOW Ha YeTbIPEX WeCTaxX TKaHb U BAPYr FPOMKO 3aKpuyanu. B Te AHW HUKTO He CTpensan B Hac,
CcTpaxei 6poaoB. Bce pyxba Oblav 3aHATHI B A4PYroM MecTe. JleHb U HOYb M34aNN AOHOCUICA UX TPOXOT; OH TO YTUXas, TO YCUUBANCS BMecTe C
nopbiBaMu BeTpa. 51 BbICOKO BbICYHY/ICS M3 BOAbl, TAK KaK paHblle HUKOrAa HE BUAbIBAJ XUBbIX 6€M0ANLbLIX, XOTA OTJIMYHO 3HAN UX B A PYroM BUAE.
O6HaXEHHbLIN Benbli pebEHOK CTOAN HA KOJIEHAX HA KPalo NOAKW; HAKNOHASCh, OH MPOBOAUA PyYKaMmiy Mo BOAE U CMOTpPEes Ha NosBAsBLIMECS
CTPYWKW; NpenecTHO BUAETb, Kak peb&éHOK NnobyeTcs beryuiein BoAoON. B 3TOT AeHb 1 y)Ke XOPOLLO Nnoes, a BCE-Taku B MOEM XeJlyAKe oCTaBaslach
Hebonbwas nycrtota. M a8 KMHYNCA HA 3TU AETCKUE PYyKU, CKopee paau 3abasbl, 4eM u3-3a ronoaa. OHuM 6bi1n Tak 6AU3KO, UTO A AaXKe He B3rJAHY,
xBaTas Ux. YentoCTu Mou 3aKPbINCh HAZ HUMU; A BMOJIHE YBEPEH B 3TOM; pebE&HOK e bbicTpo, 6e3 Bpena Ans cebs, BuiTaW U UX U3 MOEIN MacTu.
OHM, 3Tn 6enble pyykun, BEPOATHO, MPOCKOb3HYNU Mexay 3ybamu Merrepa... MHe cnefoBano CXBaTUTh €ro 3a MJeyo, BKOCb, 0O4HAKO, NMOBTOPAIO, A
TOJIbKO M3 YA,0BOJIbCTBUA U NHOOOMBITCTBA BbIHbIPHY U3 BOAbl. XeHLLMHbI 3aKpUYanu; s CHoBa NOAHANCA, YyTobbl HabAAATb 32 HUMK. TAxEnas noaka
He Morfia MaTu 6bICTPO. B Hell BbIIM TONLKO XEHLWUHbI, HO A0BEPAThb KEHLLMHEe, BCE paBHO, YTO CTyMaTb Ha BOAOPOC/M, 3aKPbIBAKOLLME MOBEPXHOCTH
npyaa, Kak roBOPuUT MOCA0BULLA, U, KNAHYCb MPaBbiM U feBbiM 6eperom MaHra, 3Ta NoroBopka cnpaseanuneal

- Pa3 ogHa XeHWMHA Aana MHe CyxYIo pbibbio Yelwyio, - BCTaBU Waka. - 1 HaAesics yKpacTb eé rpyAHOro MantoTKy, HO, KAk FrOBOPUTCS:
NOWAAMHbIA KOPM flyylle yaapa HOru nowaaun. A 4to caenana «TBOS» KeHlWmnHa?

- OHa BbICTpPENUIA B MEHA U3 KOPOTKOIrO OPYXMWs, KAKOr0O A HUKOrA4a He BUAan HU paHblue, HU no3xe. Caenana naTh BLICTPESIOB, OAUH 3a APYrUM. -
BeposaTHO, Merrep roBopusi o0 peBosibBepe cTaporo obpasua. - 5 oCcTancs C OTKPbITHIM PTOM, @ MOK FOJIOBY OKPYXXasn AbiM. HUKOraa He BuAbIBaN A
HUyero nofobHoro! MATb BLICTPENOB M TaK BLICTPO OAMH 32 APYrUM, KaK f Maxak XBOCTOM, BOT TakK.

LWakan, KOTOprVI BCE 6osnble n bonbuwe yBNneKanca pacCka3omMm Kpokoauna, egBa ycrnesn OoTCKO4YUTb, Koraa OI'pOMHbIIz XBOCT YyyaoBuuia, TOYHO
NCNOJIMHCKUI cepn, nponeten MUMO Hero.

- Jlo naToro BbICTpena, - NnpoAoskan Merrep, TOY4HO OH U He MOMbILWAAN OrAYWUTbL OAHOIO U3 CBOUX CNyluaTesei, - 40 NATOrO BbICTPeNa A He
Nnorpyxascs B BOAY, KOrAa e NMOAHANCA CHOBA, TO YCAbIlWaA, KaK OAWH U3 NOA0YHUKOB roBOpUa 6esibiM XeHuLMHaM, uyTo 1 yout. OgHa nyns nonana
noJ, poroBylo NJACTUHKY Ha Moel wee. CUAUT 1M OHA elLé TaM, A He 3HAl0, TaK KaK He MOry NoBepHYTb ronoBbl. MNoagonan croaa, AUTA, U B3TSHN.
JTo goKaxeT Tebe, YTO A rOBOPUA NMpaBAY.

- JlokakeT MHe? - Npou3HEC Wwakan. - Yto Tel roopuib! Pa3Be begHoe CylecTBO, KOTOPOe noesaeT CTapyk obyBb Aa Cyxue KOCTU, CMeeT
YCOMHUTBLCA B C/I0OBAX «3aBUCTU peku»? MNycTb cienbie WeHKN 06KycaloT MO XBOCT, €C/IM TeHb TAKON MbICAIM Me/lbKHY/1la B MOEM MOYTUTENbHOM yMme!
MokpoBuUTeNb 6eAHbIX CHU3OLWEN A0 TOro, YTo COObULMT MHE, CBOEMY paby, YTo pa3 B XU3HU KeHWMNHA paHuna ero! 3Toro A0CTaTOYHO; A pacCKaxy o
CNY4YMBLIEMCSA BCEM MOUM AeTAM, He Tpebys HM Manellunx A0Ka3aTebCTB.

- YpesmepHas n0b6e3HOCTbL NOPON He niydlle rpyboCTn, MOTOMY UTO, KaK FOBOPUTCA, FOCTA MOXHO 3aAYLWNUTb YyroleHneM. 1 COBCEM He Xesnat, 4TOobbI
KTO-IM60 U3 TBOWX AeTel 3HaN, KaK e AMHCTBEHHAA paHa Merrepa 6bila HAHeCeHA eMy XeHWNHOW. TBOUM AeTEéHbIWaM 1 6e3 Toro byaet o 4ém
noaymath, €Civ U UM NPUAETCA A06bIBaThL cebe nponuTaHme TaKUM Xe KankuM crnocoboM, Kak 3To Ternepb AefaeT UxX oTel,.

- Bcé paBHO 3a6bITo! HMuyero He 6b10 CKka3aHo, He 66O 6enoit XxeHuWwnHb! He 66110 noaku! Huuero HUKorga He Cayvyanoch.

Llakan MaxHys CBOMM MYLINCTbIM XBOCTOM, MOKa3biBas 3TUM, A0 4Yero cjioBa Merrepa BCeL,Eeno UcYessnn nu3 ero namaTu, NOTOM Cef C ropAbiM BUAOM.
- HanpoTus, cnyynnocb MHoroe, - oTeetTun Merrep, cHoBa NobexAEHHbIN NPU BTOPOIN NonbiTKe nobeaunTs cBoero apyra. (Tem He MeHee HU B OAHOM

M3 HUX He OCTasoCh 3/10NaMATCTBA. ECTb U CNYXUTb NULLEN - PEYHOW 3aKOH, U, Korga Merrep koHuyan obegn, wakan aensanca, 4Tobel noaobparth
OCTaTKW ero eabl.) - 4 6pocnn NoAKY U ABUHYJICA BBEPX MO TEYEHUIO, Noase Appaxa 1 Bbllle 3TOr0 MecTa s Y)XXe He HaxoAun MEPTBbIX aHrMyaH. B
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peke He 6bl10 HMYero. NoToM NMOABMNOCH ABOE-TPOE MEPTBbIX B KPACHBIX KYPTKaX, HO 3TO BbI/IM He aHrMYaHe, a UHAYCbI; CKOPO OHW MONbLIIN MO
NATU U WecTU psaom; oT Appaxa xe u Arpbl, Kazanocb, B peke cobpannch Lenble ceneHns. MEpTBble BbIMbIBAZN U3 MASIEHbKUX PYYbEB, KakK
yypbaHbl BO BpeMs foxAaeil. Koraa Boaa B peke Hayana nogHMMAThCA, FPyAbl MOMYANMBLIX TeN CABUTANUCh C MeJieil, HA KOTOPbIX OHU Nexanu.
HaBoaHeHMe YHOCMNO UX C cOBOI Yepe3 Nons U Yyepes AXYHI /M, BOAA TalLMna UX 3a AJIMHHbIE BOMOCHI. [IBUranch K ceBepy, s HOYbO C/blLan
BbICTPENbI, AHEM - CTYK 0BYTbIX HOF, MepexoAMBLIMX PeKy BBpoA, a TakkKe WyM, KOTOPbIA MPOU3BOAAT KOJIECA HArPY)XXEHHbIX Teler No necky noj
BOAOW. W Kaxpas CTpys NpUHOCKIA HOBbIX MEPTBbIX. HaKOHEL, MHe caMOMy CTano CTpawHo. S ckasan: «Ecam 3To NpoucxoamnT ¢ A0AbMU, Kak
cnacétca Merrep n3 Merrep layta?» 3a MHOW WK NoAKU 6e3 NapycoB; OHM MOCTOSHHO rOpeNin, Kak MHOTrAad FoOpAT JIOAKN C XJI0MNYAaTHUKOM, HO He
TOHYNW.

- A, - ckasan AAbIOTaHT, - Takue IoOAKM NpuXxoaaT B KanbKyTTy; 60onblune, YEPHbIe, NO3aAM HUX BeXnUT BOAA, U OHMU...

- BTpoe 6onblie Moero ceneHna? HeT, Mou noaku 6biin 6onblie, 4eM NIOAKU, O KOTOPbIX paccKa3biBaeT NpaBAuBbIi. 1 ux 60a1ca, 2 Bbllen U3 BOAblI U
Hanpasuacs obpaTHO K MOel peKe; AHEM MPATANCA, MO HOYaM LWEN MO 3emie, eC/IN HE HAXOAWIT MaNeHbKUX PYYbEB, MO KOTOPbIM MOT MJbITh. §
BEPHYNCA K MOEMY CeNIeHUI0, He NMUTas HaAeXAbl YBUAATb MO Hapod. Mexay TeM KpecTbAHe No-npeXxHeMy naxanau 3eMJto, Cean, Xanu,
pacxaKuBanu Mo CBOMM MOJIAM TaK e CMOKOWHO, KaK MNacéTcsa ux CKoT.

- A B peke b6bls1a B 3TO BpeMs Xopoliasn efga? - Cnpocui Wwakar.

- bosiblie NUWK, Yem 2 MOT XenaTb. [Jlaxe A, a BeAb 1 HE eM rpa3n, Aaxe A yTOMUACA U, MOMHUTCA, Nyraacs npu BUAe NOCTOAHHOIO NOABEHUSA
MOJTYaNMBbIX. A CabiWan, Kak MO Hapo4 FOBOPWUI, YTO BCE aHI/IMYaHe yMep/iv; TEM He MeHee MO TeYEeHUIO MbIJIN He aHrInYaHe, 1 MO HApoJ 3TO
Buaen. Toraa XUTenun pewmnsin, 4to ydlle HUYero He roBOpPUTh, a NAATUTL NoAaTu U obpabaTbiBaTh 3eMt0. Bckope peka ouncTunach, MEPTBbIE
ncyesnu. CTano He Tak IErKo nosiyyaTb eAy, HO 8 UCKPeHHe pajoBancs. ManeHbKoe yOUINCTBO TaM 1 CAM - HEBpPeAHAA WTyKa, HO MHOrAa Aaxe
Merrep 4yBCTBYET MpechileHne.

- UsymuTenbHo! MouctuHe n3ymutenbHo! - 3ameTua wakan. - 8 yxxe NoTONCTeN, TONbKO C/bIWA O TAKOW MPeKpacHon eae. A MOXHO JIM CMPOCUTb,
yTo Aesian nocsie 3TOro «NMOKPOBUTENb BeaHbIX»?

- 9 cka3an cebe u, KNAHYCb NPaBbIM 1 NeBbIM Beperom MaHra, KPemnko COMKHY/ 4eoCcTu npu 3ToM obeTe, g ckasan cebe, yTo HUKOraa 6onblie He
OTMpaBfoCh CTpaHCTBOBaThL. C Tex Mop A 3axun 6713 Moero Hapozda v rof oT rofa Habnwaan 3a HUM. KpecTbaHe Tak CULHO N106UAN MeHs, 4To,
e[Ba s NOAHMMaN U3 BOAbl rosioBy, bpocanu MHe BeHKM HOroTKoB. Jla, cyabba Bbina KO MHE MUNOCTMBA, PeKa Toxe Aobpa U C yBaXeHUeM OTHOCUTCA
K Mmoel beaHOCTU U cnabocTu, TONLKO...

- B MUpe HET HN OAHOrO CyLLEeCTBA CYACT/IMBOrO OT KOHYMKA CBOErO KJIl0Ba A0 KOHLA XBOCTOBOIO nepa, - COYYBCTBEHHO MPOM3HEC AABIOTAHT. - HO
yero He A0cCTaéT Merrepy ns Merrep layra?

- ManeHbkoro 6esoro pe6éHouka, KOTOPbIA OT MeHA YCKONb3HYN, - C F1YOOKMM B34,0XOM CKa3an Kpokoaua. - OH 6bin Man, HO s He 3ab6bin ero.
CTapocCTb NpuiLaa KO MHe, a BCE Xe Nnepejn CMepTbio A Xesak nonpobosaTb HOBON NuuiK. Mpaeaa, OHWM HAPOA C TAXKENBIMU HOFAMU; JIIOAUN WYMHbIE,
raynslie, n 3To 6bina 66l HeBecénas 0xXoTa; TEM HE MeHee A MOMHI0 c/ydal Beiwe beHapeca, u, ecim pebEHOK XUB, OH TOXe MOMHUT BCE. MoxeT
6bITb, OH pa3ryavBaeT no bepery HeM3BeCTHON MHE peKU M paccKasbiBaeT, Kak OAHAXAbl €ro pyKu MPOCKONb3HYIN Mexay 3ybamu Merrepa us
Merrep layta. Cyabba 6bina Bcerga MMaoCcTUBa KO MHE, HO BO CHE MeHA MHOrAA My4yaT BOCMOMUHAHUA 0 6benoM pebéHke B ogke. - Kpokoaun
3€BHYJ1 U COMKHYN YentocTu. - Tenepb 1 HEMHOIO OTAOXHY U nmoAyMato. Tulle, AeTU. YBaxanTe cTapwmnx.

OH TAXeNo NoBepHYNCA N NOTALLUACA HA CepeanHy necyaHou Menu, a Wwakan u AAbIOTAHT OTOWAN NOJ, AepeBo, KOTOpoOe pocsio noane
XKee3HO40pPOXHOro MocCTa.

- OH NPOXUN NPUATHYIO Y NMOYYUTENbHYIO XXU3Hb, - CKa3aJsl WakKas, ocKanui 3ybbl 1 BOMPOCUTENbHO MOCMOTPEN Ha NTULY, BO3BbILABLWYCA HAa4 HUM.
- W 3ameTb: Merrep gaxe He noAyMan CkasaTb MHe, B KAKOM MecTe Ha bepery oH 6pocun Kycok cbeCTHOro. Mexay TeM s pa3 CTO yKa3biBajs eMy Ha
BKYCHYIO AMYb, KOTOpas Kynanach B peke. [paBay ropopsaT: «<Becb Mup 3abbiBaeT 0 Wwakane U LUMPHOJIbHUKE, KaK TONbKO Y3HAeT OT HUX BCe BeCTU». A
Tenepb OH 3aCHET. Appx!

- Kak wakan MoXeT OXOTUTbCA C KPOKOAMUAOM? - CMIOKOMHO cnpocui AQbIOTaHT. - Korga BMecTe uayT BOP KPYMHbIA U BOP MeNIKUI, NIErKO
npeackasaTh, KOMY J0CTaHeTCA BCA A0bblua.

C HeTepnenvebiM MOBMU3rMBAHUEM LWAKAN MOBEPTESNCA HA OLHOM MecTe, cobupasch CBEPHYTbCA MOA AEPEBOM, KaK BAPYr NPUCe Ha 3aAHUE HOTU U
yepes HM3KME BETBU MOCMOTPEN HA MOCT, ObIBIINIA MOYTK HaA, €ro rosoBOA.

- YTo TaM ewé? - cnpocui AABIOTAHT U TPEBOXHO PaCMyCTU KPbi/bA.
- Moroaun, nocMoTpuM. BeTep AyeT C Halwel CTOPOHbI K HUM, HO OHM WLLYT He Hac... 1 FOBOPIO BOH O TeX ABOUX JIIOASX.

- Ax, 3TO noaun? Mens oXpaHAaeT MOoA AO0JI)KHOCTb. Bca NHans 3HaeT, uto 4 CBATOW. AABIOTAHT I'IEpBOCTaTEIZHbIVI MyCOpLWUK, N NTUL.AM €ro nopoasbl
NMO3BONAETCA paCXaXxXneaTb rae Mm yroaHo.

NTak, Haw AABIOTAHT Aaxe He B34POrHyi.

- Al He CcTOl yAapa; MeHs 6bI0T TOMbKO CTapbiMK HalwMakamu, - ckasaa Wwakan U cHoea npucaywanca. - CAblWnWb Warn? - NpoAosxKan oH, -
[ABUTAOTCA HOMU, He Bocble HOMW, 3TO TAXENble waru benonuubix. Cnywai ewé. Xeneso! Pyxbé! Cnywaid, 3To TSXKENOHOrMe raynble aHranyaHe nayT,
yTobbl NObecegoBaTh C Merrepom.

- Tak npeaynpean xe ero. CoBceM HeaBHO KTO-TO, BPOAE YMUPAIOLLErO OT roslofa Wwakana, Ha3blBasl ero «MNoKpoBuTenem 6eLHbiX».

- MycTb MO ABOOPOAHbLIN BpaT cam NMOKPOBUTENLCTBYET CBOEI KoXe. OH NOCTOSHHO TBEPAUT MHe, YTo benonnubiX Heyero 60ATbCA. A 3TO, KOHEYHO,
6enonuuble. HM oauH xuTenb n3 Merrep layta He ocMenuncs 6ol OXOTUTbCA HA Hero. CMOTpPK, s FOBOPMI, YTO 3TO pyxbé! Tenepb, Npu yaaye, Mbl C

Tob0oW ckopo nonupyem. BHe BOAbl OH CABIWMT MJOXO, U HA 3TOT pPa3 BbICTPENUT HE XeHLLMHA.

Py)KeVIHOG ayno 6J'IECHyJ10 B TYHHOM CBeTe. Merrep nexan CI'IOKOI;IHO, TOYHO CBOsi COBCTBEHHaA Te€Hb;, €ero nepegHne nanbl 6binn paccTtaBieHbl, roJioBa
nexana Mexay HUMHU, N OH Xpanen... Kak Xpanat KpoKoAWbl ero nopoabl.

[onoc Ha MOCTy npowenTan:

- CTpaHHbIN BbICTPEN, MOYTU MO NPAMOMN NTMHUU BHU3. HO BbICTpen BepHbI. Jlyylle BCEro LennTbCs NOHMXKe wen. boxe, 4To 3a YUyaoBuLLE, @ MeXAY
TeM, eC/I1 Mbl €ro 3aCTpenum, KpecTbsaHe byayT BHe cebs. OH HOXOK 34eWHUX MeCT.

- Huuyero, - oTBeTWA ApYyroi ronoc, - Korga CTPOUACA MOCT, OH YHEC YeNloBeK MATHAALATb MOUX Jiydlwnx pabounx, n nopa noaoXuTb 3TOMYy KoHel,. 4
HECKOJIbKO HeAenb e34UN B N1oAKe, YTobbl youTh ero. MNMpurotosbTe MapTuHu (pyXbé cucTeMbl MapTUHU), U KaK TONbKO A BbiMylLy B HErO ABa
BbICTpesna U3 0bonx CTBO/IOB, CTPENANTE.

- Tak byabTe e ocTopoxHee. [lBa BbICTpena - He WyTKa.

- byab uto 6yaet! Ctpensio.
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Cka3ska 3arpykeHa ¢ caira allskazki.ru mjis 03HaKOMHUTENIBHBIX HIEJICH
Mocnbllwancs 38yK, NOXOAMBILUUIA HA TPOXOT MaNeHbKOW MyLWKK.

KpymnHbIN TUN CIOHOBLIX PYXXEN Masio OT/INYAETCS OT HEKOTOPbLIX apTUANEPUACKUX OPYAUIA: BbIPBANMUCH ABE MOJOCH NaaMeHu; BCAe 3a TeM
Npo3Bydyan pe3kuin Tpeck MapTuHu, Ans AJVHHOW Nyan KOTOPOro 6poHs KpoKoAuaa HenpoHuu,aeMa. Pa3pbiBHbIe e Nyau caenanu CBOE Aeno.
OfHa U3 HUX yaapuna Merrepa Kak pas HUXe Leu, BNeBo OT xpebTa; Apyras pa3opBanach NoAJie OCHOBAHWsA €ro XBoCTa. B AeBAHOCTO AeBATU
C/lyyasx U3 cTa CMepTeNbHO PaHEHHbI KPOKOAM BCE Xe yXOAUT B rNybuHy Boabl, HO Merrep 6bi1 6ykBasbHO pa3buT Ha Tpu YacTu. OH eaBa ABUHY
roJIOBOW, KaK XW3Hb Y)ke ocTaBuna ero. OH 3aMep, Kak U JlexaliMii Ha necke wakarn.

- T'poMm 1 MonHua! MonHuA 1 rpomM! - ckasan XaNkuii ManeHbKU 3Bepb. - He ynana nu, HakKoHel, Ta Bellb, KOTOPas TAHET 3a CObOM 3aKpbIThie
Tenerun?

- OTO TONbKO PYXb€, - OTBETWUJI AABIOTAHT, XOTA Aa)Ke ero XBOCTOBbIe NMepbs APOXaNun. — ITO TONbKO pyXbé! OH, KOHeYHO, ymep. BoT nayt
6nepHoNMLble.

AHrnumuyaHe 6bICTpO cbexanu c MmocTa ", noaonas K Kpokoaunny, oCTaHOBUINUCL, pa3rnaabiBas ero. CKOpO noaowWweén n TysemeL, TONOpoMm Opr6I/1ﬂ
rpomMagHyto ronosy Merrepa, n 4yeTBepo MHAYCOB NOTALWLMUIN €r0 N0 OTMeNun.

- OaHaxAabl MOs pyka b6bin1a B macTy BOT TAKOrO KPoKoAMAa, 3aMeTUA OAUH U3 aHTIMYaH, TOT CaMblil, KOTOPbLIN CTPOUA MOCT, - TOraa #, ewé
pebEHOK NneT NATU, NAbIN B NoaKe K MoHrupy. 5 6bi1, 4To Ha3biBaeTCs, «pebEHOK BO3MYLLEHUSA»... B noake cupena n Mos beaHas mMaTylKa; nosxe
OHa 4acTo pacckasbiBajla MHe, KaK BbICTpesiMna U3 CTaporo nuMcTosieTa MOero oTua B FOIOBY YyAOBMLLA.

- Hy, Tenepb Bbl OTOMCTWUAN FNaBe KJiaHa, AaXe B TOM C/yvyae, eCiv OT TOMYKa PYXXEMHOro npukaaga y Bac M3 HOCY Moluia KPoBb. DI Bbl, TOAOUYHUKN!
BbiTawmTe rosoey Ha 6eper, Mbl CBapuM eé, yTobbl MONYYUTb XOPOLW K Yepen. Koxy He CTOUT COXPaHATb, OHA CUIIKOM McrnopyeHa. Tenepsb
nopémTe cnaTtb. He npaeaa nu, pagu 3TOro CTOMAO CTOPOXUTb BCIO HOYL?

CTpaHHaﬂ Bellb: CNYCTA TPU MUHYTHI NocCae yxoaa HPO,CI.EVI, Wwakan v AABITAHT NOBTOPUAN 3TO 3aMeyaHue.



